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Report detailing serious adverse reaction to the Cylap VHD vaccine, September 2008 to May 2009. 
 

The table below shows the breed, sex, age, etc of the rabbits which were vaccinated. The four for which I am not sure whether they had received 
the vaccine before came from a breeder in 2006 and I am unsure as to whether they had previously been vaccinated. I have previous experience of 
administering the Cylap vaccine myself, as well as having it done by the vet. 
 
Name Breed/Colour Parents Sex Age Neutered? First time 

with Cylap? 
Reaction? 

Bottle 1        
Apricot English - tortoiseshell - Doe 3 years No Possibly No 
Caramel English - tortoiseshell Tango and Marmalade Doe 6 months No Yes Yes 

Cinnamon English - tortoiseshell Tango and Nutmeg Doe 6 months No Yes Yes 
Crunchie English - tortoiseshell Tango and Nutmeg Buck 6 months No Yes Yes 

Fudge English – tortoiseshell (self) Tango and Marmalade Buck 1 year No Yes Yes 
Holly English - black - Doe 5 years Yes No No 

Marmalade English - tortoiseshell - Doe 3 years No Possibly Yes 
Nutmeg English - tortoiseshell Tango and Apricot Doe 2 years No No Yes 
Tango English - tortoiseshell - Buck 4 years No Possibly Yes 

        
Bottle 2        

Buttons English - black - Buck 7 years No No No 
Flecky English cross French lop - Buck 4 years Yes No No 

Guinness Marten sable - Buck 3 years No Possibly No 
Mavis English – tortoiseshell (self) Tango and Marmalade Doe 6 months No Yes Yes - slight 
Monty English - black - Buck 5 years No No No 
Oliver Tan - black - Buck 3 years No No No 

Pebbles English - black - Buck 4 years No No No 
        

 
The Cylap VHD vaccine, batch number BN 11625 was administered on Sunday 7th September 2008, using a separate needle for each animal, the 
vaccine was at room temperature when administered and the injection site was massaged afterwards. 
 
That evening I noticed that Marmalade, Nutmeg, Caramel and Cinnamon had lost fur on one of their sides, below the location at which the vaccine 
had been administered, with hair loss, reddened and weeping skin. All of these four went to the vet on 8th September and were prescribed oral 
Baytril and Fuciderm cream.  The vet thought that in two cases the skin looked necrotic. 
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Photographs below, taken on 7th September: 
 

 
Marmalade       Nutmeg      Cinnamon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
  
 

Close-up of Marmalade      Caramel 
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Two days later, 9th September, I noticed that three further rabbits which were administered the vaccine from the same bottle had developed a 
reaction; these were all bucks this time. 
 
Photographs below taken on 9th September: 
 

 
Fudge      Crunchie      Tango 

 
 
 
These were also prescribed oral Baytril and Fuciderm by the vet. Only two out of the nine from Bottle 1 did not show a vaccine - Apricot and 
Holly. 
 
From Bottle 2, the only reaction was seen in Mavis, a tortoiseshell self English bred by me and owned by a friend – she had extensive hair loss but 
not the sore weeping areas, I do not have any photos of her reaction, but the fur was re-grown within about a month. 
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The next set of photos were taken on 19th September, twelve days after the vaccination:                                        

 
Marmalade       Nutmeg      Cinnamon 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Fudge                                                              Crunchie 
 
 
 

Caramel 
 

 
 
 Tango 
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You can see from the above photos that the three bucks who had a less severe reaction are recovering fairly quickly, however the does are still 
showing large areas of bare skin with huge dry scabs. 
 
The next set of photos were taken on 28th September, three weeks after the vaccination, Caramel has developed a new 
bare area closer to the injection site:   

 

  
Marmalade      Nutmeg       Cinnamon 

 
                                     
        
 
       Crunchie 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tango 

 
Caramel     Caramel – new area 
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On 17th October, almost six weeks after the original vaccination, Cinnamon and Crunchie had developed new bare areas, Crunchie’s was near to 
the injection site and Cinnamon’s was lower onto her chest.  I do not have any photos from this time. Crunchie’s reaction did not last for long 
before the fur started to re-grow, however Cinnamon continued to show a reaction until December, almost three months later. 
 
Photos below show Cinnamon’s chest on 21st December: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
By December, all except Cinnamon (above) and Nutmeg had recovered completely, Nutmeg had a large bare area on her side which was dry but 
showing no signs of the fur growing back. 
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The photos below show Nutmeg’s bare area on 3rd March 2009, almost exactly six months after the vaccination: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
In early May the bare areas are almost identical to the above photos from 3rd March, so I think that this is as much recovery as I can expect.  
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Following Marmalade having been recovered completely, she was spayed on 17th April 2009, and I was shocked to discover a new area of bare 
skin a few days after her spay, so she was once again given oral Baytril and Fuciderm cream, which are helping to dry the areas up. If you compare 
this reaction with the photos from September 2008 you can see that they are in exactly the same place. 
 
Photos below were taken on 27th April and 3rd May 2009: 
 
 

 
 
 
 

27th April 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

                 
 

3rd May 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 


